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ocated within an extensive curtilage of a formerly vacant heritage building called
Possidonio da Silva 37 in Lisbon, Portugal, Casa Prazeres 37 is a newly built single-
dwelling residence that is the family home of Pedro Silva Lopes, one of the partners
of Fragmentos - the Lisbon architecture and design studio that designed the house.

Tucked away on a street near Lisbon's architecturally diverse Campo de Ourique
neighbourhood, the 2,497 square foot building was developed over two levels to adapt to the
site's sloping topography, and to define its relationship with the existing Possidénio da Silva 37
in the neighbouring plot.

The original heritage building’s 19th century facade was rehabilitated to enhance its
historical character, but the new property within the curtilage was developed with a cleaner,
more contemporary look.

“In functional terms, Prazeres 37 and Possiddnio da Silva 37 - the formerly vacant building
that the curtilage is attached to - are connected to one another through an area composed of an
entrance hall, accesses, and parking. The meeting point between the two plots is located outside,”
says Lopes whose brief was for a country-style family residence in the city that quietly dialogues

with its eclectic urbanity surroundings.

According to Lopes, one of the main
concerns of the design was to ensure that it
blended into its surroundings and the existing
green space of the curtilage.

The house's communal zone, which
includes open and interconnected living,
dining, and kitchen areas that open to a large
sunlit patio, is located on the upper level. Five
suites - each looking out to the courtyard
garden and pool - are located on the ground
level.

“To enter the house, one walks through
a long outdoor corridor, which begins inside
and returns us to the outside, as if we are
entering a new world,” Lopes says.

EEHENBIEECasa Prazeres 37 IREEFEME—EXYMEEPossidonio da Silva 37
HIRERERRZ A » B ZPedro Silva LopesBFAREHRELE - tiiE ARNERAEMOHESE
R THEEFragmentostIEF—HRIEBA ©

ERE2,497F F IR RSB B RE LR ZHAICampo de Ouriquett BT - FEFEE B T it FIRHE
MoBEWMERRE  FNEREIREZENIYEREEAFE - Possidonio da Silva 37M19tH 2 IMEE
EITIEE - LUEBEFF4E » BCasa Prazeres 3781 AEEZ MR KM AR EEE o

[Prazeres 37F1Possidénio da Silva 372 B —EH A O KEE « BENFESZEARNEEHERE
EEXEZREN o | Lopesfig » iR ESR2ENAEE —BEESNRABNRER @ WKA
WRABHRIETR - RS [RANETEZSENME—BEFTERNTBENTE  cRlTUES
BAEEEEERS o J

[EEAER  BAEFB—REENEINER - EMNEHREZTR  ARBEREIN  BESIE
BAEE—EHFAHR - |

HOME JOURNAL * NOVEMBER 2022



HOMES - PORTUGAL

At the end of this corridor is the main entrance door on the ground floor. This door opens
to a hallway, which provides access to two wings and the upper level. From this hallway, a
staircase leads up to the upper level, where the kitchen, and an open plan living, dining and
TV room are located.

Through a series of full-height glass sliding doors, these social areas open out to an
expansive outdoor patio that looks out to the Tagus River to the west, and down below to the
pool and garden on the ground level.

On the ground level, the north wing contains three children’s bedrooms and an adjacent
bathroom and walk-in closet. The south wing contains the master suite and a guest suite.

"The master suite is set along a wide sky-lit corridor that connects it to a bathroom and a
walk-in closet,” says Lopes, who was looking to create a family home with a layout that would
accommodate friends and extended family members, provide plenty of indoor and outdoor
spaces for social activities, and also enough privacy for each family member and guest.

"Adapted to the existing elevations, the programme was materialised in two parts. The
upper section consists of common areas, with open and interconnected living, dining and
kitchen areas that draw the outdoors in. The lower level includes five suites that look out to
the garden and pool,” says Lopes whose key concern was to maintain privacy despite the very
open design of the interiors.
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"Although adjacent to each other, natural
visual barriers were developed to frame the
two typologies and give them the necessary
prominence within the whole of which they
form part.”

The interiors of the house were defined
by their relationship to the river views,
direction of the sunlight, and pre-existing
furniture and décor that Lopes and his family
had brought with them to their new home.

The Fragmentos team worked closely
with Lisbon interior designer Marta Lucena
to furnish and decorate the interiors,
putting much thought into how the indoor
programmes and the outdoor kitchen and
patio areas would dialogue with each other
to create a cohesive aesthetic narrative.

Natural materials informed the choices
for the finishings. Exposed concrete was
used for the highest sections of the ceiling;
herringbone-patterned wood floors and
micro cement tiles for the bedroom floors;
and gravel or clay tiles for the outdoor areas.

"I wanted a home that had an urban feel,
that paid homage to its location, but at the
same time | wanted it to transport us to the
countryside through the rurality of natural
materials,” Lopes says. | ||
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